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An Eye ...
for
An Eye ...

This Exchange Cheats Him ... and YOU
Prevent it with American Optical Goggles
$50,000,000 is industry's annual Eye-Bill ... headed by
a "slight item" of 2,000 lost eyes. These are the lossleader cases, in compensation, medical care, administration, loss of time and work.
And you have the inevitable choice of buying one of

these products for your men: Glass eyes for several
thousand dollars apiece . . . or good American Goggles
for less than two dollars a pair. We sell both, but we'd
rather sell the goggles,every time. Ask your AD representative to explain the true economics of "Americanizing"
each worker's eyes with comfortable American Goggles,
fitted with deep-curved, extra-strong Super Armorplate
Lenses. Write now.

American Optica Company
Factories at Southbridge, Massacllusetts
MANUFACTURERS.
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THE TABULAR VIEW

A CHALLENGE

Phoenix? - Cities, it seems, are somewhat reptilian in
the tenacity with which they cling to accustomed
life. Thu it has eventuated that disasters to cities in
the pa t~ which might have been expected to allow
for civic regeneration, have usually meant little
more than mere resuscitation. Examining the record
(page 198)~JOHNE. BURCHARD~
'~3~ finds softheartedness and hardheadedness the two chief reasons why
rebuilding after a fire, an earthquake, a flood, has
generally been rebuilding on the old site, in the old
pattern.
Several distinguishing
factors, however,
enter the problem which bombing planes, by destruction of metropolitan areas, are now fashioning
for planner . These factors may be expected to contribute to better control when the day of reconstruction
arrives. Director of the Albert Farwell Bemis Foundation at Technology, Professor Burchard is an editorial
associate of The Review.
Yardstick. - Consumption of energy is clearly a
measure of some aspects of a technological culture;
production of materials to supply energy may likewise
so serve. One such gauge is discussed for The Review
(page 201) by PAUL COHEN~~35, Editorial Associate,
who e frequent contributions give substance to the
Trend of Affairs~ and whose article on population and
ubsistence trends in our last volume 'will be remembered. Mr. Cohen is with the United Shoe Machinery
Corporation.
Streamline Tricycle. - From function to form is the
way of sound design; from functionalism to faddism is
the fatal flip-flop of unthoughtful designing. Where
the limits lie that shall distinguish one from the
other is the question attacked in a penetrating essay
in this issue (page 204) by ROBERTC. DEA ~ ~26~a
member of the Boston architectural firm of Perry,
Shaw and Hepburn, and an instructor in the Institute's
School of Architecture.
Positive v. Negative. - Action of democracy against
totalitarianism must begin in the mind and soul of
democracy itself - in the taking of the moral initiative. Thus hold HENRY M. WRISTON,President of
Brown University, in an essay (page 207) drawn from
his address before the
ational Interfraternity
Conference. Historian and internationalist, Dr. Wriston
is a vigorous thinker on matters educational as well.
New Definition. - Establishment of the humanities in
engineering education was important in the pioneering
in education begun when William Barton Rogers and
his colleagues opened the Institute in 1865. The history
of the development of the humanities since then and
analy is of the present functioning of humanistic
studies at Technology are recounted for The Review
(page 210) by ROBERTG. CALDWELL~
who, as dean of
the Division of Humanities since 1939, has ably clarified and consolidated work in the field. Minister of
the United States to Portugal and then to Bolivia,
Dr. Caldwell has had an extensive career as student
and teacher of hi tory, as diplomat, and as educator.

TO YOUR INGENUITY

A BROOM

handle, suspended as shown in
the diagram, may be broken by a sharp
blow near its center, without injllring the threads
that support it! Can you explain?

We used this phenomenon in a testing machine
developed to register ultimate strengths and
deflections of test samples. Slow bending set a
sensitive indicator: we had to prevent violent
and much larger motions in the same direction
[occurring at break] from altering the setting.
We specialize in industrial physics and offer a
"GUARANTEED RESEARCH SERVICE"
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A large fruit juice extractor looks so simple that there
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would not appear to be any special problems in the

inexpensive and (3)permits easy reconditioning when

selection of materials for its parts. Yet, the screw must
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ous trouble. Ripe fruit won't wait for machine repairs.

Here, then, is another case where the use of modern
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Samson' Cordage

L. FITCH, '84:
The item on page 149 of the February issue concerning shark-liver
oil reminds me of my experience about 1886. With three friends and
two other men to operate the whaleboat, I went shark fishing from
Nantucket. We caught eight sharks (sand sharks, the men said), and
upon our return the fish were taken out onshore. In reply to my question as to what was done with them, one man said, "Make cod-liver
oil of them." I never felt sure whether he told the truth or was just
joshing, but if the former, the item in The Review does not describe a
new practice. I wonder what the facts are.
FROM

Works

Boston, Mass.
Herbert G. Pratt, '85, Chairman of the Board

Manufacturers of braided cords of all kinds, including sash cord, clothes line, trolley cord,
signal cord, shade cord, Venetian blind cord,
awning line, etc., also polished cotton twines,
ladder tape for Venetian blinds, and specialties.

Our extra quality sash cord, distinguished at a
glance by our trade-mark, the colored spots.
Especially well known as the most durable material for hanging windows, for which use it has
been specified by architects for nearly half a
century.

ALFRED

North Easton, Mass.

The Next Will Soon Appear
'13:
. . . May I commend the Editors of The Review for accepting and
publishing Benjamin Lee Whorf's two articles, " cience and Linguistics" (April, 1940) and "Linguistics as an Exact Science" (December, 1940). My evaluation of his contributions is based upon some
very recent findings resulting from researches that have been under
way for quite a few years. Personally, I am so convinced of the significance of his results that. I am actually discontinuing my own investigations for a period sufficient not only to become familiar with
the source material of linguistics but al 0 to subject myself to a short,
intense training in order to be able to use, with as little error or distortion as possible, the general trends that are finally emerging from
this field under Mr. Whorf's touch. His interpretive and integrative
point of view in utilizing the inherent nature of language has been
long overdue.
I have for orne time been familiar with the works of Ogden and
Richards, Jespersen, Max MUller, Whitney, Turner, Rozwadowski,
and Malinowski, and recently have followed the efforts of Korzybski,
Thurman Arnold, and Stuart Chase, '10, to bring the public interest
to bear upon the que tion. Even with this background, I can say sincerely that I hope you can interest Mr. Whorf in making further
contributions.
FROM ROBERT

A. LESHER,

Washington, D.

c.

Tossing a Few
C.

'37:
With some misgivings becau e of the choice of subject and the relatively colorless style involved, I am SUbmitting three articles [to be
noted in Technology Men in Action in due course. - Ed.] as the work
of a member of the Class of 1937. I tos direct apologies to any member
of the Class who objects ...
but no others in the Class seem to have
cracked through. Maybe this will scare them into it.
At any rate, this letter provides an excuse for tossing a few compliment at the staff of The Review and the authors of its articles. I suppose such praise is old stuff in The Review Office, but I'd like to add
the expression of one more graduate who appreciates the style and
quality of the writing, the choice of subject, and, above all, the lack
of extreme professionalism characterizing the magazine. There are
times when the stimulu of information contained in it has almost
awakened a latent desire to inquire into tho e studies which I handled
less adequately in the course of my three years in Boston and environs.
And that, sirs, is going some! Ergo, my compliments and my best wi hes.
FROM LORI
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FARWELL,

Ann Arbor, Mich.

because of their dependability
were used on this
fire alarm equipment
Transits

and

Levels are used on all largest works and by

U. S. Govt. for utmost pre ision. Rental Insts,
New catalog,just

Simplex Wire & Cable Co.

BUFF & BUFF CO.

79 Sidney St., Cambridge, Mass.

L. F. Buff '97 A souvenir
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issued, sent gratis

Boston 30, Mass.
Henry

A. Buff '05

plumb-bob sent for 3c postage

Here's what makes an A-I vapor-steam heating system! ... the combination of Webster Boiler Return Trap, Vent Trap, Vent Valve and Strainer. The
Webster Boiler Return Trap mechanism operates on a single monel metal shaft. Interior held in place by two studs and removable as a unit: Float of heavy
gauge metal with no exposed seams. Valves all metal and self-aligning. Operation silenced by stainless steel bumper springs. For 500to 16,000sq. ft. EDR.

SAF TY FIRST. ••

II

11-

The Webster Type "R" System assures safe, de,
pend able heating for medium sized buildings by
assuring positive return of water to the boiler
regardless of fluctuating pressures.

tfo1ffn

At low pressures water of condensation returns
direct to the boiler by gravity. Any condition
causing increase of pressure will bring the Webster
Boiler Return Trap mechanism into operation.
By alternately filling with condensation from the
system and then discharging condensation into
the boiler it assures against a fluctuating boiler
water line ... Air
from the entire system is discharged

through Webster Vent Trap and Vent Valve.

Dependability is an outstanding characteristic of
the Webster Boiler Return Trap as well as all
other items of Webster System Equipment. The
service of Webster Representatives in 60 principal cities is a further protection to the users
of Webster System Equipment.
For further information about this modern dependable Webster Type "R" System of Steam
Heating consult your local telephone directory for
the address of nearest Representative or address:
WARREN WEBSTER & COMPANY,
CAMDEN, N. J.
Pioneers of the Vacuum System of Steam Hearing : : Est. 1888
Representatives in 65 principal cities: ; Darling Bros., Led., Montreal, Canada

H. F. MARSHALL '19

Piping arrangement
of Webster Boiler Return
Trap and Type "R" System Basement Equipment.

iii»
Systemso£

Steam Heating

i the medical name of the
bacillus that cau es typhoid fever. It
thrives in lakes and rivers where careless communities
dump their sewage. But score of citie have found
a powerful ally against Eberthella in the G.T.M.Goodyear Technical Man. In these cities sewage i now
treated and decontaminated by powerful chemical
stored in huge tanks lined with Plioweld on pecification by the G. T. M. Plioweld is a corrosionproof
rubber lining developed by Goodyear that eal metal
again t attack by the strongest acids. Without this
protection, the equipment would be quickly de troyed
by corrosion. But when lined with Plioweld it lasts

E virulent

BERTHELLA TYPHOSA

indefinitely, protecting the community's health. Plioweld is also specified by the G.T.M. for all types of
indu trial equipment requiring protection from chemical attack. For information write Goodyear, Akron,
Ohio, or Los Angeles, California-or phone the neare t
Goodyear Mechanical Rubber Goods Distributor.
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