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GREETING FROM THE PRESIDENT-ELECT
To

THE

ALUMNI

OF THE

INSTITUTE:-

Gentlemen,-I have been so much touched by the cordial
greetings that you have sent to me from various parts of
the Union, that I take the first opportunity of assuring you
collectively that I prize your good-will very highly, and
shall strive to retain it. I know enough of the history of
the Institute to realize, in a measure, how much it owes to
the support of its alumni and I am pleased with the prospect that there will be no diminution of that support in
the future.
I come to the Institute because of my profound conviction of the importance of sound technological training and
of the splendid field for service that is thus opened to me .
.It has so often been my lot to urge the claims of technological
education before an apathetic audience that it is a peculiar
pleasure to address a body of men that needs no urging in
the matter.
You have all realized that, in the field of industry, rule-of-thumb has been unhorsed and science placed
firmly in the saddle. You know, too, that, in the fierce
struggle of today between individuals and nations, that
man and that race is doomed that lacks the accurate knowledge which science fosters and the power which such
knowledge gives to a mind that is alert.
Knowledge and power have doubtless been watchwords
at the Institute throughout its history. I trust that they
will ever remain so, and that whoever presides over its
destinies will see that no effort is spared to make it respected
as a place of sound learning and accurate knowledge, and
that this knowledge is imparted under such conditions as
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will develop and not cramp the natural powers of the
students.
The Institute has unfolded wonderfully in the past, and
I know that you will watch with interest its future growth.
I shall do my best to maintain its great traditions and shall
enter upon the task strong in the assurance of your loyalty
and co-operation.
It has much in its favour,-a great reputation for thoroughness and efficiency, a distinguished and
energetic faculty, a loyal and enthusiastic body of alumni
devoted to its interests and ready to make great sacrifices
to further its advancement.
You know, however, better
than I, that it also labours under certain disadvantages.
These we must do our best to remove as speedily as possible,
and the problem to which we must devote our energy most
strenuously in the immediate future is to obtain a site and
buildings that will free the institution from its cramped
posture and enable it to develop naturally.
I need scarcely
assure you that I have far more concern for its inner worth
than for its outer show. I do not advocate show, but I
believe that such an institution should have a dignified site
and buildings and that its inner worth will suffer very seriously if it has not.
The Institute is already a great one, known and respected
throughout the world by all that have any interest in tech-nology. We need have no fear for its future greatness; for,
whatever be the new conditions under which it works, I
feel sure that it will retain something of the old spirit,
that spirit of thoroughness, breadth, high-mindedness, and
loyalty that makes the brand of a Tech man.
Yours sincerely,
RICHARD

C.

MACLAURIN

~
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PRESIDENT

A Man eminently fitted by Experience and Personal Qualities
to direct the Affairs of the Institute
On the IIth of November the Corporation elected Richard C.
Maclaurin, M.A., LL.D., Sc.D., to the presidency of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
The news that the important question of an executive head for
the Institute had been settled was received with rejoicing by the
alumni, Faculty, and friends of the school; for it seemed to insure the
immediate consideration of those questions which must play such a
vital part in the future development of our institution and the retention of its leadership in technological education. With a broad
and comprehensive plan that includes the removal to a site not too
remote from the present home, where more ample provision can be
made for the social and physical well-being of the students, and
where the facilities will be more adequate to meet successfully new
problems as they arise, no one need fear for the future. This is
especially true since the execution of this plan is to be intrusted to
a man in the prime of life, who believes in "preserving the traditions of the past and striving along the same general lines for the
same great ends," whose enthusiasm and optimism do not allow
him to believe that the alumni of the Institute and the people of
Massachusetts will permit this school's brilliant achievements to
fade through lack of financial support, and whose motto is "a bold
policy, a courageous policy of trust in the future."
While we welcome the new lea der, we wish, at the same time,.
to pay tribute to our Acting President, Dr. Noyes, who has guided'
our Alma Mater with such wisdom and foresight during the last
two years. A leader in the field of physical chemistry, he left the
quiet of his laboratory for the atmosphere of administration, with
its less congenial social and public activities, at the call of the Cor-
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poration, and his unselfish devotion and able administration have
won for him the regard and gratitude of all. Unwilling himself to
assume the duties of executive office permanently, he has been active
in the selection of the new President.
It is a source of gratification
to all alumni that the Institute will continue to enjoy the benefit of
his experience and ripe scholarship.
The Institute has been fortunate in the men who have shaped her
policies and administered her affairs in the past, and it is the sincere
belief of those who know Dr. Maclaurin that he will prove a worthy
successor to the distinguished leaders who have preceded him. A
brilliant scholar in two quite distinct branches of learning, mathematical physics and the law, an administrator of experience, a man of
broad culture and varied interests extending far beyond the domains
of his profession, withal a man of simple and democratic tastes, he
brings to the office of President unusual qualifications.
The fact
that Dr. Maclaurin was born in Scotland, educated in New Zealand
and England, and was from 1898 until February last a professor in
the University at Wellington, New Zealand, may lead some to
assume that he is unfamiliar with our American political and educational institutions.
The truth is that Dr. Maclaurin is astonishingly well acquainted with our own universities.
He spent nearly
a year in the United States and Canada in 1895, in a careful study
of our educational methods, and by the time he is inducted into
office in Boston he will have held for a year and a half the position
of professor of mathematical physics at Columbia University, New'
York city, in succession to Dr. Woodward, now president of the
Carnegie Institution,
and, as secretary of the department
of
physics at Columbia, will have enjoyed unusually close association
with that great university.
Besides this knowledge of our own methods, Dr. Maclaurin wil
bring to the Institute familiarity with the best practice of other
lands. Called to New Zealand as professor of mathematics in the
University at Wellington in 1898, he was soon afterwards chosen
chairman of the Faculty, an administrative
position somewhat
. analogous to that of president in an American college, and later on
was made dean of the Law School. While chairman of the Faculty
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he travelled extensively through the British Empire, France, and
Germany, studying the educational systems of those countries, in
order to give to the development of higher education in New Zealand
and Australia the best that the older civilizations could offer. f.;,!, It
was natural for him to give particular attention to the subject of
technological education in the countries visited, because, as a
mathematician and physicist, he realized the important part that
technological education was to play in the industrial and economic
development of Australasia.
It will be of interest to those familiar with the traditions of th~ Institute to know that Dr. Maclaurin is in sympathy with an important principle which has always prevailed with us,-that of granting
to the Faculty a large measure of influence in shaping the educational
policies of the school. . He has recently expressed himself on the
subject somewhat as follows: "The Faculty, if properly chosen,
must always contain a large number of men whose opinions as to
the educational policy of the Institute are most weighty. Many
such matters they must understand far more thoroughly than
either the President or the Corporation, and it would be the
height of folly for the latter not to recognize this and act upon it.
I believe that the Faculty ought to be given to understand that it
is in a large measure responsible for the educational policy of the
Institute.
In these days there are so many forces at work tending
to draw men away from teaching, especially in the field of technology,
that no opportunity must be neglected of adding to the attractiveness and dignity of the profession.
One means to that end is to
let the Faculty realize that it may play a leading part in shaping
the destinies of the Institute."
Dr. Maclaurin is also in hearty sympathy with the Institute's
insistence upon an intermingling of the humanistic with the scientific and technical subjects. He is entirely opposed to the overcrowding of the curriculum with a mass of technical subjects that
would better be acquired in the school of practice and experience.
The sacrifice in the undergraduate
courses of the fundamental
scientific structure of engineering for the teaching of engineering
practice does not meet with his approval.
He believes in a training
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that will stimulate the mental and human faculties in a way to
develop the power to meet and solve the new problems as they
arise in the world of affairs.
In regard to athletics, Dr. Maclaurin takes the sane and moderate
view held by most men trained in England.
He believes in the
importance of a sufficient amount of physical exercise to keep the
body in the condition necessary for the most efficient service, and
he may be relied upon to foster the rational system of athletics
that has been developed within recent years at the Institute.
Dr. Maclaurin has a personality that draws men to him. His
simple and unassuming manner carries with it an assurance of
sincerity, and his keen sense of humor and the richness and variety
of his experience and information lend an unusual charm to his
conversation.
He makes friends quickly; and, as the acquaintance
advances, the largeness of the man becomes more apparent.
This
power to attract men to him insures cordial and sympathetic relations between the President and the student body, and will in
time, without doubt, win for him the affectionate regard of the
alumni.
Dr. Maclaurin has been twice honored by the University of Cambridge, England.
In 1904 he received the degree of Doctor of Laws
in recognition of his achievements in the law and the importance of
his legal work on the "Title to Realty."
Last summer he received
the much-coveted degree of Doctor of Science for his attainments
in mathematics and physics. In this connection the following
appreciation
from J. Larmor, Sc.D., F.R.S., secretary of the
Royal Society, an authority pre-eminent in the domain of mathematical physics, may be of interest.
Dr. Larmor says, "I am
able without hesitation to express my judgment that R. C. Maclaurin
is a skilful and profound mathematician, quite of the first rank."
In February, 19°8, Dr. Maclaurin published the first volume
of a treatise on "Physical Optics."
Of this volume the Philosophical Magazine says: "There have been so many advanced
treatises on Physical Optics in the last few years that it might
be thought to be superfluous to produce another. The present
volume is, however, of so singular and at the same time of so im-
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portant a character that no excuse is necessary for its birth. .
The distinctive feature is that a large part of the volume embodies
in a modified form the substance of a series of papers of the author
published within recent years by the Royal Society. In its thoroughness of treatment of the more recondite cases of interference there
is no treatise in the field to compare with it ....
We recommend
this book to every serious student of Physical Optics."
From all the evidence at hand, then, it would seem that the Corporation has been very fortunate in securing the services of so eminent and well-trained a man as Dr. Maclaurin, and we have every
reason to anticipate a wise and able administration.
In this connection, however, the alumni should bear in mind that no man,
be he ever so sagacious and devoted, can be expected to solve
single-handed the problems that now confront the Institute.
It
is earnestly to be hoped, therefore, that the friends of the Institute
will show their confidence in the new President, not only by the
cordial and enthusiastic welcome they accord him, but also by a
hearty co-operation with him in all his endeavors, and especially
by a substantial and generous support of his financial policy. /
GEORGE

V.

WENDELL,

'92.

A Directory of Non-Graduates
The Alumni Association is now securing information In regard
to the former students of the Institute preparatory to the publication of a register of former students, not graduates, which shall
be as complete as it is possible to make it. It would be very desirable to ,have this register include the names of all former students,
both graduates and non-graduates, for the influence of the nongraduates has been so strong and so helpful that the degree carries
practically no distinction for purposes of the Alumni Association.
Your co-operation is earnestly desired in order that the list may
be complete. The book will be published as soon as the matter
can be properly collected and compiled.
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TEN YEARS OF THE REVIEW
A Summary of Notable Technology Advances since 1898
A college with a reputation to sustain is supposed to be the
embodiment of conservatism and to progress only as the family
carryall" does in contrast with a sixty-horse-power car. Yet to
read, even runningly, the ten stout volumes of the REVIEW sets
one's head whirling with the rapid passing of the educational panorama. To look. back one year is to gain an impression that Institute growth is as slow as geological accretion: to look back ten
years is to wonder how such earthquakes and volcanoes of change
could have happened without our paying heed.
It is true that old Rogers Building still stands majestic, the serene
centre of Institute life; that the Walker Building remains its ugly
self; that the Garrison street shops and the Gymnasium continue
inaccessible; and that Engineering - A and Engineering B patiently
await christening by some million-dollar donor.
But, in addition,
there have arisen, during these ten years, the Pierce Building, the
Augustus Lowell Laboratories, Engineering C, and the Tech Union,
doubling the floor space of the Institute, yet leaving' teachers' and
students still in cruel straits for room.
The decade of the REVIEW'S life has not only seen Technology
continuing to outgrow its buildings, it has witnessed a revolution
in opinion regarding' the meeting of that ceaseless need for space.
In 1899 the mere rumor that the Institute might move was indignantly denied or was dismissed as an academic question with which
this generation need not deal: today the question of the Institute's
site is the most pregnant and imperative of immediate problems.
From a general belief that the school would best remain where it
is to a wide-spread demand that it should take the radical step of
removal to a new and ample situation, where its buildings may be
planned upon a scale of dignity worthy of the leading school of
U
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architecture in America, and where it may have room to work out
the newest problems of real education, is a long journey to take in
one d cade.
It is, however, along the intangible paths of ideals, of teaching
atmosphere, of undergraduate and gra~uate spirit, and of effective
. loyalty, that the Institute has made its greatest advances during the
first ten years of the REVIEW. In mere numbers progress has been
phenomenal, for more than half of the whole body of alumni have
attained that enviable state since 1898; but the main significance
lies in the fact that the training of these four thousand young men
before leaving the Institute, and their conception of their relations
to the school after they go out, is vastly different from what it used
to be. Ten years ago what was the Alumni Association?
A very
loose aggregation of widely scattered persons, a small number of
whom paid their dues and a still smaller proportion of whom came
together annually to dine and to give rather chilly greeting to the
graduating- class. There- were a few branch associations in strategic
centres like Chicago and New York; but not many of their members regarded his organization as responsible for the furthering of
Tech.
Today, however, what do we mean when we speak of the alumni
of the Institute?
We mean a body of 4,129 active members, an
equally loyal body of 350 elected associate members, and a third
body of 4,166 potential associate members, many of whom already
are and _most of whom would gladly be active workers for the Institute. We mean, moreover, not simply a perfunctory organization with some local branches: we mean a vitally knit family of
men, loving and believing in Technology and what it stands
for, a family that has .established centres of Technology life in
twenty-five sections of the country as well as in Boston itself, that
is maintaining a busy alumni office for the conducting of large
Institute enterprises, that has taken upon itself the supervision of
and a large responsibility for the athletic and social side of undergraduate experience, that has subscribed a hundred thousand dollars for a Walker Memorial which shall be the controlling centre
of this student life, that has given an additional unfettered quarter of

